The future of hospice in a reformed American health care system: what are the real questions?
Many supporters of the hospice movement are concerned about changes being imposed on the movement by market-based reforms in the larger health care industry. But if they are to truly encourage the preservation of hospice's core goals and values in caring for vulnerable patients with terminal illnesses, they need to understand the realities of day-to-day hospice care under today's managed care system. The future of hospice in America will not be determined by its tax status or administrative structure, but by its functional integration into new systems of care, flexibility in response to emerging terminal care needs, commitment to standards and measurable quality outcomes and clearer articulation of the value an appropriately financed hospice movement can offer to patients at the end of their lives.